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Caattan - Caattu (nigama) in Sangam Period Tamil Nadu with a special
reference to Epigraphs
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DpUIeYF S(H&ESELD

‘Frgg eTaTUg FWOHF QFTohm@d. Fms srew QTG QFQsTdd euprhid
QubgeTaTamwawsd Fug QesdunseErpd (gsw: 3910, 169:10, 245:6,29115;
GDBEOSTaE 390:3) (a1 Aeolidlsrywd Cumerm sriwunisEmw &L (hdlermer (feudLy
sr(h&ramarang 1: 190). FTSgIF6eT TTLG Fhgd STOHOSTL(H Q@L&ESTeuLd
aueny (16 b BrHMTesT(Heuar) sWp&ESSHe Hamawsg cuaian QFug clamilss:
Fol LIOTGD. ,emeh FhsESSOL) SHe@au Hsafgid L sansaiad @dCgme
QLOCAUONELL®S P Ul  (GOMDey ETETLSTEILD B UIQ|EVSLD
SiMbglsTerer  Goussord  ereirm oy eugSlermayid @&asL (hevr
s (Hssafer aufl srgg WHDID cUENEST L LSS SMEUGTTET ST 60
G@MS 3 Sy Hm pwhHew GCnHb&meTHmg.

Abstract

"Saaththu" is a Tamil word. The Sangam anthologies, epics and Silappathikaram point to the fact
that the word has existed since the Sangam period. Saththu was a traded guild that traded in
Tamil Nadu from the Sangam period to the Middle Ages (16th century). The word is found in a few
Sangam Age Tamil inscriptions (Tamili, Tamil Brahmi). This paper discusses the terms saaththu and
the saaththan who was the leader of the saathu.

Soeyd Qarpsar

Grq.gggj, scripts, srhisszOp SoGeu (hseT, sangam Age tamil inscriptions,
grggetr, saththan, grggl, saththu, sl rmusl, Tamil brahmi (script), Hl&Lw, nigama
(guild), ureeTGumr(H&aT, potsherd, euesTTawTSEHe, Vannakkan (clan), euewl&LD,
vanikam (trade)
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SWIPsL QUT®HETTSTT euFeTHMc) eSS GWoHaater LIk @6 dlwemowrsg|.
‘dearsLed gy Srefww Cs® erearm wgCwrPlaCapu Gecuaias Gudser
o aTBMLIq60 WL (Hwerd CeeliBrHEEpsEw CFarm eeflaw CQFuigleTereri.
SBIGETET  cueTEIGMETS — FSTUBMLIgMHG THHE eubg B Bl lger
Qgdaeuargamgll CuUEHSHLgGLeT wLLHW Heerg [BOG  LIGTLITL Lgener
Qauaflyeudlh@d Qaremh CQFerm QUEHe Bssmawu cuamilad @wssamerGu
STHL. Ual&Ed dallld g GW orearm urmeaers @MEs &mhis
Qosdluniseicy ‘Frggl ererm Qared LweTLHSSLCQUDDIETET LT el Qryiuded
Wrrdlpsw, FwavdlFsw) @FQared Blsw eearm GO LILGHEDEL2] ‘Blsw’
eretrm  Q&Fmed gns  Qesdunseisdy srevrlCupeidamen. FhSSTOS
slpssCau (higar (SLF, sl Krmsl) emAceubpdlad[3], uranerGurbHger
eBSfoaundw  srarlundarper.[d] sgLear  CETEF  FTLSIDS
WPHUL L STEHE EHSSHHHS UGl FOUCUPE  Sbaliqed
srarliLhdmg. oCasmarg soCal(Hl urLmsefledr CuTEHaTem LOHMILD
TWssmwe @s6r  SgliueLllCotu Ll Crry saQalllH Csrar
STVSSDG WPHULL G TeTD Lg.e9.0ETIBISD pFHeumer QFTeradlwed Simliehiser
smlyetareary. [5] shaTeSld B QUbmQIBL spTUQSaTeIS SLOILOE
sbau(hsem (Fhsd sOPE sobalL(psear) SCsresl srusag ol
3008y, cvor (Hs 6T LIGnLDGOLOWIT 60T SIT & SMleflwed SMeV& & aueflLieTLILg
QuuInN&sLCuDDIeTET F.[6]

gns Qosfluiisaflch - Frsgeir

FTSSHEHT GTATLUSDEG uUaESIl g Fomeeat ererm GUTHeT FamEmg
STl FrgSer Tatgmd QFTL  FTEH  TATLMSE  STLIGEILD
LpwwuTarsTsd Cararmdng. gQarailsd Frgsear ererug QgmesTiwL
QurmerdarysHCeCu QLCupmeilL g (CFTa. QummeT, 422 2 ). Frés
TeTug Fhs Qesdunisaflegrear @MUI_LQupSDg. [8]FTssar erarm Q&6
swerTy  aTerm  SLeyeveryd  GOIUSTEE  GLmwewl  GOAHEDSL9]
fooviudlarrgdler FsFamedaTsgenm ererm Leveuf @GMUILLQupiSlpmy. @eur
SOLFFMHS Loveurmeury. swaLmRIsTUIUkISER6T geTmmer LoeaslGLo&amauuiler
L& ererugiLer  wgeorled  Fae el QEUgsef  eTeTLGILD
SO & 555 g).

QB (HrEime CoueaTLON 6T S|[HhiSLLI Ly

DDLU Frgser eanerGuid, QUEEL” eTerm  (LmLd: 395-21)
"D GuT GuOTITI} <, Wlgnid &6t Georm (b & @HHMmI
o arld eTenr @@ QUEL QUWFE sTggen (LmL: 178-5)
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LITeseriq W LoGiTaaTesr Sehamsgefler Lenldaeri QuUBe bl , ojeueT gl
AEEEaTLLD  Gewrd  ubdyw  peri  epemdlory @ esaefled
GO H\Eletrormiy.

‘euebCouh FTSGetT LOTUIHS LeTenm

Wevemauud LLSHCWT gevemeuwyf BTLGL?" - (Lmrd: 245)
gemewi Siprer waer QUBHEHFTSSE @DHEs DG @emawf BILilqed LS
Weemall Lemeu UTFSE —weoameliyGea B oer wssmu QU meud g b
Beneouded Cuesmser @QeameCu? erdflser Hsw WEPeaug Gumerm Buwd
LAWYHESTCUT? eretrm GLeuTD SrsFermy Fog LTLED euruleurs  &sarter
glwy werHlameeamw 6r(hd ey sm.

Fr5 gl
‘Sl eels swagd FTECHT(H QULPBIGLD
2 @enL L1 QLHEULIS SEUmeV HT&EGLD
NevgienL eneuliler edweram(H @ueler (GlpLiLiTevor. 80-82)
"wefl Yoo BiSlend euefll sHOIDT 55
ar(h seuf QUEH & @@G%)uﬁla'rr gL edletr
S5 A&HS3 SwPlw FTFESTE @ITEG (/L : 39)
Heb Bg sTHmE FPeTn SigssHe arHm QFarm @LCwderd sTihs §
urelwsre, seuaulCu Qeerm srsgiser auPlamears Seaumeil(h elqery.
‘91850 QeuMQaTeT o aTFTSE QDHS
@Ws60 HiLder Crmerflancy Lopeur

DATEUT L|(PHG SHWHLD - (By5L0: T19)

o U euenllaf (e FTdg) FalLld Fowsg ALhHEF QFan Fa HHLG60
cuedlw efleh QEmewTL LMEUT&H6T BTG LRSS Qevmdfeawd send g o evorLiy.

"2 ST &

Casgeud QaTevGeor QBEhCHF! FTd g 6T Mb gl

SIS FoL (HGT GWILD SIEOTEIGeNL LSS (9L 167)

Swlameryd eldelaneryd o eLw woafse aNFCFheId custis]
Gl LgmGs Oararm euf CuTheTsmerd CTeTaneTwiqdgd CEmesr(H
9 _GvorLieuly

"Qecbeur ECom Amilg giemessr G
Cauppener Qeubdenwwler &rs gl eubg Qmis0ger
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2 @DWf WIESTHDET (&m0/5.390)

S SeaTaufser LTenew euflliler QFgid cuenisfsmerd C&merm
SUfsd QUTHeTSMEaTE Faufelf. @ssmaw Qeubed QSTEIL  SeTeufSelT
ST GW Ubgl SHIAUSTS eTemenil afsETeUh &T(H UMy ubg eualas
Gpeilery eubglerererym erer Geuay LIMFLILIY.

@M BrLoLs Frss Qarauior Qsgw oSrysameriCured BTLiger
Qecbeu cuansemzsd Gais@w QUTEHLB cuasiser QFoIbd (FTHFs6T) 6uLl
THFOIW GWrd WEsG eretLmg CLHE@MU L ks Qesdwl umrLe
@liLsar Cgafiamis g dlerpar.

uremerGur@ser wHEL SOCa(Paafledd euaflE; QA mLfUTe
QFudsar

Fa.6V cuenilELd

Faould ereirLgl efleval QUTFELSMETS GHSEGL. Faev auTafaear &5 amaed
STHSEIT  eTeirm FHRSLLOIMTS ST  Sibleur.
Qar(Hweamelled L ss LTmearCUTELTETHIH goev
aalsw Qsug eaeafaflar Quuf ‘@me YBos
FMOLIGHT &6 (a7 eTem @LbCuUpmeTaTg. @BSL
urenerGur®h 1986 b e,  SWHL
LOSDMVESDES Qg mevadlwed S DWIT 60T Fl,
Q& (Hoevoredled Cuoplsream.  spruieie
SenLsslupmetergl[0] Qerg Quuf BHoS
FTOLIGT eTETUGID. Focv eTaD Weir@Qermi(h) @euf QFUS cuaEsmss GDH&GLD.
grouer eratugl Heuallerr QuUuiSEneT qearm. @ULEGHGD weflans cuelsLd
Qeug Hnps cualErmes Qe QEEss

501, @RI

e 66

&IT & & 60T :

FTHFeT  TTLG QeansGw Waseiar AnGsueuorss swEsLUQUNIEDS. Se6rn
SOIPESIeT Lv GLEEHEGS GOZUeDTS eleThiIFQmLd  juweTTebT
whosw QUUET FTHFEr  TATUSTGWL. af&Esmalsd Gguieunksaicsy WGad
Qareremwwrerelf @eGrumreury. FTSS6 T DT FTEVST 6TeT M Fo M QWL ILIGHT
creirm Qevm epfEssgLE  Qawerd CgrLiLLGSgddpent. FrgSer erenm
Quuy  Frgg  eraugiLer  QFITLFUMLWITS — QHEIFHQTD  6TeTUg
@és  (HorureTtfler SHSEH. FTSHEMET FETEUFSET STSFULL LS LbHHW
GOLYS6T Fhig Qevddlungaicy @LbGLmdleTmer.
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BEHS Dbibsmen o, uler Briid]
enp@LIWed DB seanpdlrnig Gueie
Qacvarggl erdlyd Lewr| @b aurpdens  (9/Lr:245)

ETSGISETTE eUeN&] Fal Lld QE@id el TSSO HLSSTETF CTETLDS
DGl HSET QemBraerTy GDLLahH S mm.

srgglsar OQgdgd aufl, 2 fbg GCurer eprdd&er o 6Ter LITane
ulurs o drergl. oBG Ul elcbellenerd ansullch bl M6 &6 eulf SHelr
(Serdlcbeurs  eurpmayenLweuf) @mULF. Seufsem eaufiCu  Gacgd
& Fol LSS FTUNSIIT. DSSMSW FETURISOETULD 6UISE) &6l
STaFHCW cuenilaw CFugleTeaTear erarUgl eJemhiGLD.

"2 QUG Flqll SO SHEUME)
T SSIL T SHLOLIT[HET cueIeUaSIEHT WTeuSILD
sr gL aupriaTs Caamfaw ST ( ysLw: 291)

LHEDTEH UTL60l) SmLp LOTMEL Flgll SO 2 LI H MM SeTaUf Db
auflufer QFeurar aumSS DeUBH®LW DHLEOUTHEETS SeUFeUST eSS
sr$5i Seiauflsafics Qaeaudlceney eraardlpmy Limreney Limqw QUEBHBISHBRCET.

‘FTSST eTeTLZG QeSS GPSSHAT FhREMETS S6TeufseilL BB, KM
Qahshsaflclmpbgd sragwrn Geusry aufillL An@Qsuiebrs @HaSeTLD.
TS FEH®ETE STULSTCR FrSgear eTermn eupms QUDOBlHSSHE HD 6Term
SHSS Ga et mIFIM G- FRIGFHTOSNSHF Carns S0l (HaefgyLd
uremerCurseilausd Frgger ererm Quwi @LwWAuOPELLUmE G
usdsefler arereumd. BlEw  ererm euLGmld Gareedllid @ eTeTLg
Qsuieug et QuuITs @LDCOUDICUG QEIGE HLL §S5&5F.[1]

urenerGur(hseflcy Firg g eor

Qaauer  sriesaie ol gz
U7 & & 60T & ST 6o TSI
Qurihsés urener Cur(Hasefled
Wppewwrs  ersglarerenel 150
TG M Y1) o\ (€1 ETT 2 GITETET.
SuDMled  GUTSH, GUTSET eTETLG
Frgsear ereudler NrrdlFEs eugGeu
CTTUSTEID FT&Hell, &FTS 6TTLG|
Fr&ger ererudler  WHMLUICOUDTS  GULGEUTHEETET HTE ey @nkig
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aOsgQarareriu (HeTerer. Gogid SO gy evr@uwy elGdwurs L er@Qumpid
‘& UL Qomiudled @LBQUDT Gl QFTTILD GG 6TeTml 6T (WPSLGLDBlHSSTLD.

{grilglser Qs (oflE&Cw®b), srssear i@, Cardlyser gy Slenruwer
(yfiE&C®BY), [F7] SSar (flEsCwL0), FTSET, FTSHET, QUTS, VTS, GVITSET,
VTS ($1p1g), VTSBNG BybFeUe (Gl (hlLoeverey)

Qaigwy srdger eratUgLeT QaTLiyoLw QuuiseT oflEsG@, S,
Qarhiwemed Hdwu GLmseaicdr BLSSUCQUOD spTUND HoLggeTer
L EVCaT(HSEeTe SmesriGLmifleTmenr.

sQau(hsafleh Frdgeir

TPSFID LOTHSSTE Ol  eueTeaTsser  CFeuchr FTHSET  6TeTLG
B&HOORULIGEIGTET GUTFSHLD. UGG ST 6TeTLF CaThIG LGHauerer e
Gowrs  GOLGHSearpTy  mrTausd  wanTCseueee.  @LDameuiigieTerT
UaTaTSEEf  GusmsF CFiBEs Cseuett FTHSeT eTeTUeuf  @EIGeTeT
TWSHFSEMeTS QFTGSST eTaTLIG @F6r QUITHETTGLD.

Q&G FepSSHe0 6L6HIT 6o &SI

Qamiig Geuermery Qerddler GUOLWTSEHET QRETDTS GCUGITERTSSE][ 66T
GO LIQubmieTeTg. @UICuw Qarrig Ceuermeriy
96 SrgduurLeseaisd  PGMVE  GmeuEhS,
Gouerrery  G&@WLW, QETHwed @&,
SO0l (H&Eem QFIBLhSET, QETEIG LOEETLO FSSHLD
Gurerpeupmed @LOCQUDHDIETET G [12]

B aLoLd

werar@r &ligulilg FrgFer — eTerm  CQUWFSeT '
urenerGurHseaflgid s (Hseaflgd @LidbCupidlermer. &y ermed &rgg L
GMiLseT e (Haailsd GQeame. HBHGF Fwwrer aLGwmfl (GrrdmsLo,
Fwevdl([sLd) Qareerear HEw ererm QFreemGe 2 aTerg.

HaEw GNss @6 o GhliysCer @Lwupdlarper. Haw' ecrarm WFTHHSSF
Qe auenilas G pelaners GN&ELD.
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@Bs LGSl @QmLug Hlaw ererm Quwi QUTHSF WLLF® ERLTGLD.
Qarhiwered srieler HaLggererglao [13] Qg Sy eperomd
BTODTEmqe ks STSSLINESIH0 LwearLhdslCubn SO  (FRSSSOLD)
Tsder sreaTLOUNIFIDG.

LOMBIGETLD Se@eul ()

ShE=< p £ o SE Rl

Guwed @O (HeTer sGaul(h) gy wWwreulLw, G eULLLD LOMEGETL)
et @Lgdaeter  urenpllsr QurplEsLQubmETaTg. [14] ‘QeueT emm
P&EwsCaTy Q&g @ ererm Sobal () aurgsw o arargl. Qdaerer Q&M erf
TaTumGs QarliqCury greug urenpenwd G&mLlg (carving or engraving) &l
Qeug OCasrhsseuf ererm GCUTHaTemLUI CETETETEMLD 6T HITEUSLD
ga.lyerermiy. GeueTerenm ereirm oarf SHELITYG! LDFIENT LOMBIGET S s S ([HE euiaTem
QeuaTerenmULIL g eTedTD AHOIrTs SemLwrerliLhgsrLbhEmg. [15]

@5l urepows Qarligd Csrhissea CQeueT Smm eTearaibd oaflgeTer

UEN&S GSS6T ,6euf. GUEHLLLTEILD FhiGSH SOLH « AK9w
TwsgseT oarsglL awafs auflsaGaCu S gLl T,
S|GOLDIH FIGIT 6IT GuT. shssTLsS0  @eigyfled | ST TiageTeds
aafasEasser OeudLlaTeTsmed g @6 | = <3y e o
aueils BETDTS eeTmhdueTeTenoud HPLGTLD. ©, MY s
S<q.f ot
UL 1qLCrre) s6v@euL(h A
slpssde wL@AeH oy wrfen | | L f F

Smegeorm  wralLsdHed UlKLCrmTe TG
QLsde feoLgs LSsTF HaeareydSereard HangsaslGubdm Fo &HECLanpuiigyid
Blaw ererm QFreaerLe o arergl. [16] @sanCueapuied o arer eTpsa HCGFTSH
Gpmdl  ererm el  @QBIu TSI cumsoHW @sFeTarg. SHLIGeLd
awdsowdisr fo Gapurhsar @ELusTd Qg HCFTEl STLSIHDG
(@Quir.cy,.p 300) WPHOSWSTE HMIEHTSHaT &(hGIesrmeori.[17]

Bl

1. auG&m)
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2. gGamy

3. CxGsr gulumy
4. GrGgr 9 fGerm evl9CaET

o

94564 QaGerm CaGevm LTGamT

QenGLm #2813Carg3 H31 36T
GevrgmigmCrm e Cerm

Lo euT TG T eumoG&Em
asTpCar SgGam

© oo

Siran S3pren Carziqur werav & auplsars & Cop & Cup GUTGaT Fregm
YR

Qeud): cuenTiIs S 588 Ussflar ELfserTer Blawsder o prideryserrer 1. euGamro
2. 8Gamy 3. Gasr gwlury 4. Créar 5 ofCearm 6 ViGaT 7. H5CsT,4 8.

Q&Germ 9. CxGevr 10. LrGamm 1. . QenGLr 12. F2d13CaTE3 13. &H313CM 14.

GevrgmismCrm 15. euwCewrm 16. . euwenrsTGagm 17. eumwCsm 18. sTGaT 19.
GurerGory oraer GUrsTalearme HUHSSLLLL Go&dsE Qbs HHELmLpW
Qar(HSSleTeTeory.

Py

FhGSTOSNGE CFihs cuanfaysar LV  GleTUBISemeTyDd  SiaLieis g,
slpssder QuUTHeaTTESTTSSDEG cuerend CajgglaTaTey. Ui Henerls Lbmlu
GOlyseT Qesdunseafiiss wLHWEM, FhrEsTEL UTaarCuThHiseafigid
s0a Hssaigd @LbQupmELiumg NBECSTL. Fhig Ereugdley L (HLdler M
QaLdaTegd SOPsSHD QUEHEHEFTSS Ui, Wigams (HoLSES5M), ol
gTsg (Fomwdl), @mhig FTsas (@nsGwd) QumELser Seupbdler elame
Bf orwiisem GMss QFudasmerud s (HaeT GmILahElermer.
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